Fibrinolysis in chronic arteriosclerotic occlusions: intrathrombotic injections of streptokinase. Work in progress.
Forty-seven patients with chronic arteriosclerotic occlusions of iliac and femoropopliteal arteries were treated by intrathrombotic fibrinolysis. The occlusions were 10-65 cm (mean, 22 cm) long and 6 weeks to 2 years (mean, 4.5 months) old. By means of consistent intrathrombotic injections of 2,500 units of streptokinase every 5 minutes, the thrombi were recanalized within 1-7 hours (mean, 2.5 hours). The primary recanalization rate was 75% (35/47), the patency rate after 2 weeks, 68%. In 29 patients (62%), a residual stenosis had to be dilated by balloon angioplasty. Because of the low total dose of streptokinase (mean, 70,000 units), the thrombin time was elevated up to twice the normal value in only one patient. Bleeding that required transfusions was observed in only two patients (4%). Advantages of intrathrombotic fibrinolysis include higher recanalization rate, lower total dose of streptokinase, fewer bleeding complications, and shorter therapy time than previously reported with other treatments.